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Recent Severe Weather 
During the last couple of months, we have had some wet weather.  There has been flooding 
in Felpham,  but we are not aware of any properties which flooded internally.  This is 
probably due to various measures, which combined to attenuate the peak water levels.  We 
cannot yet assess the effectiveness of any works carried out by Southern Water on its drains 
and sewers.  Indeed, we are concerned that the contingency pumping promised by Southern 
Water last year, has failed to materialise in recent weeks.   However, we can report positively 
that WFFAA supporters opened up and reshaped the ditch on Beach Estate, the Ley Road 
ditch was cleared and, in the recent heavy rains, the Environment Agency used a different 
plan when pumping surface water into the Rife from north of Bognor.  
 

Sewer surcharging did occur during heavy rains.  This untreated sewage flows onto roads and 
into the sea.  This is a concern for us, and is a situation which Southern Water is looking into.  
If you do see water bubbling up from a sewer, please report the incident to Southern Water 
on their 24/7 helpline 0845 278 0845, and let WFFAA know so we can add to our incident log.   
 
 

WFFAA Multi Agency Meeting 17 December 2013  
Southern Water reported on the ongoing survey and computer modelling of flows in their 
sewer and drainage network.  Due to the dry autumn, the data obtained was inconclusive and 
the contract for monitoring was extended into 2014.   
 

WFFAA raised concerns regarding additional run off caused, in part, by building developments 
in the area.  The water ultimately discharges into the sea, via the Aldingbourne Rife or 
through pipes and ditches.  Neither Southern Water nor the Environment Agency is a 
Statutory Consultee in the planning process.  Their comments are considered by the planners 
at Arun District Council, but unfortunately they cannot enforce any of their 
recommendations.   
 

Various issues raised by residents concerning surface water and highway drainage were 
discussed, and residents have been notified.  If you have a particular matter you would like us 
to bring to the attention of the agencies, please contact a member of the WFFAA committee, 
or send an e mail.  We will meet the agencies again at the end of April.  
 
 

Environment Agency Flood Alerts 24/7 
The Environment Agency has developed with a software company, Shoothill, a website 
showing where there are flood warnings and alerts around the UK.  Further details can be 
found on the WFFAA website. By registering a location/postcode on the Shoothill website, 
you will be sent free flood warnings by e mail or via social media.   
 
 



Ditch cleaning complete 
During summer of 2013, the “ditch” to the west of Beach Estate was cleared by volunteers 
from the area.  168 tonnes of soil and debris was removed over a length 230 metres.  WSCC 
provided £8,500 from Operation Watershed to fund the work, the bulk of which paid for 
equipment hire and disposal of material.  This has already provided extra capacity for storage 
of overflow surface water during recent heavy rain.  WFFAA would like to thank all those who 
gave time to support this project which we hope will benefit the community.   Some photos 
can be seen on the WFFAA website.   
 
 

Local Flood Groups Meeting  7 November 2013 
About 100 people attended a meeting of Flood Action Groups in Littlehampton on 
7 November.  In addition to WFFAA, there were members of local flood groups including from 
Bersted, Shripney, Littlehampton, Birdham and Earnley, and Lancing.  Presentations were 
made by WSCC, DEFRA, the National Flood Forum and Jane Smeaton of WFFAA.  There was a 
useful exchange of views between flood groups.  We were flattered to be told that WFFAA is 
considered to be the leading flood group in West Sussex. 
 

DEFRA explained their Property Level Protection (PLP) project.  This is being rolled out by 
WSCC, who have recently sent a letter to residents whose properties suffered internal 
flooding.  WFFAA provided comments to WSCC on the content of the letter. 
 

There was general concern amongst flood groups on the effect new build properties will have 
on surface water flooding in the area. A further meeting of the flood action groups is planned 
for Spring 2014 at which this topic will be pursued along with other flooding concerns.   
 
 

WFFAA Open Afternoon in September 2013  
WFFAA held an Open Afternoon on 21st September in Felpham.  About 200 people came 
along, and were able to see a time line of WFFAA activities since its birth in 2012, maps 
showing flooding over the years,  photos of the June 2012 flood and the completed ditch 
clearance project, to see examples of equipment to protect houses from flooding (PLP), and 
publications to help with flooding issues.  We were supported by the staff from the National 
Flood Forum, our MP Nick Gibb and Graham Jones, West Sussex Councillor for Felpham.   
 
 

Rife visit in November 2013  
The Environment Agency hosted a visit to the Aldingbourne Rife on 20 November.  A group of 
sixteen local residents enjoyed an informal tour of the site.  This visit was made possible 
through partnership working between WFFAA and the Environment Agency.  Anyone 
interested in joining a future visit should contact WFFAA  
 
 

Villages Action Group 
WFFAA is very grateful to the Villages Action Group (VAG) who print this Newsletter for us. 
VAG was formed in 2003 and is principally concerned with the effects of new build properties 
in the Aldingbourne, Eastergate and Barnham area, but also the effects this development 
would have on flooding downstream (including Felpham).  They have a useful website 
www.villagesactiongroup.org and also an e newsletter which you can sign up for.   
 
 

WFFAA Committee Members 
Mary Harvey,  Richard Alderton,  Lyn Chambers,  Jean Holland,  Dave Smeaton,  
Jane Smeaton,  David Spooner,  Lisa Whitney.    
 
 


