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What is WFFAA? 
In the days after the flooding in Felpham on 11th June 2012, the West Felpham Flood Action 
Assembly (WFFAA) was founded.  It is a community group, with these aims:  
 

 To identify the causes of flooding in West Felpham. 

 To identify the actions needed to prevent further flooding and to work in partnership 

to ensure those actions are taken. 

 To liaise with other Flood Action groups in the area to pool resources and expertise. 

 To provide a support network for residents who have suffered from flooding. 

 

WFFAA has a formal constitution, and operates through a Committee of volunteers.  It is 
affiliated to the National Flood Forum, a charity dedicated to supporting and representing 
communities and individuals at risk of flooding.   
 
 

What has WFFAA done ?   
We are working with various organisations who are currently investigating the flooding.   
 

One of our aims is to identify the causes of flooding in the area.  To help us understand the 
issues, meetings have been held with several agencies and authorities.  WFFAA has met with 
Southern Water, Arun District Council, West Sussex County Council, Environment Agency and 
the National Flood Forum, and are in contact with Felpham Parish Council.   
 

We held two successful “multi agency” meetings in 2012, and further meetings are planned 
for this year.  Since June 2012, WFFAA has been gathering evidence about the flooding, much 
of which has been shared with these organisations, providing them with valuable local 
knowledge.   
 

The most important information in the public domain is a comprehensive report released by 
WSCC in November 2012.  The “Report on June 2012 Flood Event” contains a wealth of 
information, detailing what happened during and following the flood.  WSCC acknowledges 
that “the report does not hold all the answers, but it does set out what needs to be done and 
the challenges we all face, and will only resolve through working together”.  It is well worth a 
read, and there is a link to it on the WFFAA website  
 

The report makes several recommendations for Felpham, including the preparation of a 
report into the capacity and condition of the sea outfall south of Davenport Road, and of a 
survey of the sewerage and drainage systems in Felpham Way.  An operational contingency 
plan to “over pump” from the outfall chamber south of Davenport Road is to be drawn up.  
These tasks are currently in hand by Southern Water and WSCC.    



 

During the next few weeks, Southern Water will be carrying out work within the “bunker” at 
the southern end of the ditch, by the sea wall which will result in a significant increase in the 
drainage rate of surface water through this outfall pipe.  Importantly, a new water level 
monitoring sensor has already been installed.  An alarm will now inform Southern Water if 
the water rises above a predetermined safe level, and they will then mobilise pumping from 
the bunker. More details are available on our website. 
 

The ditch adjacent to Ley Road has been dug out and now has improved capacity.  Discussions 
are in hand concerning the need for local community flood wardens.  
 
 

How do I contact WFFAA?   Do you have a website and/or email address? 
Website   WFFAA.wordpress.com   
E mail address  westfelphamflood@aol.com 
 

You can find out more about WFFAA’s activities and see photographs by visiting the website. 
 
 

Can I join WFFAA? 
We are anxious to demonstrate to the organisations working with WFFAA that we represent 
the broad Felpham community.  The more local supporters we have, the more effective our 
representations will be, and the better will be the outcomes for us all.  We have a list of 
supporters which is free to join.  You can add your name by contacting WFFAA  
 

We would like to hear from Felpham residents who have concerns or suggestions on local 
flood related matters.  You can have your say in the comments box on the website, by 
sending an e mail or by contacting a committee member.    
 

If you know someone who has been affected by the recent flooding who has not received this 
newsletter, please let them know about WFFAA.  If they contact us, we will ensure they are 
kept up to date with progress.   
 
 

How will this newsletter be delivered in future? 
This first edition of the Newsletter has been delivered locally, door to door.  It is not our 
intention to do this again.  With no subscription, there are limited resources available to 
WFFAA.  We will communicate using the internet, sending future newsletters by e mail and 
posting them on our website.  
 

If you are not sure whether you have sent us you e mail address, and wish to receive the 
newsletter by e mail, please send a short e mail and your address will be added to our list.  
 

If do not have access to the internet, and would like a paper copy of the newsletter, please let 
a committee member know. 
 

Committee 
Jane Smeaton, Lyn Chambers,  Jean Holland,, Richard Alderton, Eric Matkins, Dave Smeaton, 
David Spooner, Lisa Whitney.    


